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ing to exterminate vice and abuses from the sanctuary, and that the devil
had stirred up this persecution to hinder the good effect of the archbishop's
zealous endeavours and upright intentions. Nevertheless, his holiness was
very reserved in declaring in favour of the cardinal, and it is incredible how
virulent and outrageous his enemies at Milan were in their invectives. The
saint never spoke of any of them but with regard and tenderness; and in
justifying his conduct to the pope and King of Spain discovered his charity
towards his persecutors. All this time he ceased not to pray and weep for
them, and to beg of God that no resentment might find place in his heart.
At length the king wrote to the governor, ordering him to repeal an edict
which he had published injurious to the ecclesiastical jurisdiction, and to
support the archbishop; saying he was much obliged to him for the trouble
he took for the reformation of the canons of Scala, which undertaking he
begged he would accomplish. Hereupon the governor was reconciled to
the saint; and the provost of the canons, who had been the least guilty,
begged and received absolution from the censures. The canons persisted
some time obstinate; but at length submitted, and were absolved by the
saint. The pope insisted that the most guilty persons who had shot at
the cross should be punished in an exemplary manner; but by many
earnest solicitations the saint at length obtained their pardon.

Before this affair was concluded by the king's letter to the governor,
an attempt was made upon the life of the saint, whose preservation was
owing to a visible miracle.

The harvest having failed in 1569, the country was afflicted the follow-
ing year with great scarcity; under which calamity St Charles, by his care
and immense charities, procured abundant supplies for the relief of the
poor throughout his whole diocese.    That year he assisted the Duke of
Albuquerque at his death;  and at length succeeded in almost abolishing
the disorders of the Carnival or Shrovetide, and turning the attention of
the people to religious processions, prayer, and compunction at that season.
To extirpate the custom of profaning the holy name of God or sentences
of the holy scripture, the saint armed himself with all his zeal and had
recourse to various pious institutions.    Upon the death of St Pius V in
1572,   St  Charles  concurred  strenuously  to  the  election  of Cardinal
Buoncampagno, who took the name of Gregory XIII, is famous for the
institution of many colleges, for the propagation of the faith, and sur-
passed, if possible, his two predecessors in his esteem for our saint, whom
he detained some time at Rome to take his advice; and he appointed him
apostolic visitor of the dioceses of all his suffragans.    In 1575 St Charles
went to Rome with the most edifying devotion to gain the jubilee, and in
the following year opened it at Milan.   With all his zeal he was not able
to hinder the exhibition of profane diversions of tilts and tournaments that
very year.    Whilst the people were taken up in them he clearly foretold